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MEDIA RELEASE
November 12, 1987
MONTANA MODEL UN ITED  NATIO NS  
TO CONVENE NEXT WEEK AT UM
M ISSO ULA —
More than 400 Montana high school students will gather at 
the University of Montana Nov. 23-24 to participate in the 23rd 
annual Montana Model United Nations.
Eighteen high schools will send delegates to the meeting, 
which is sponsored by the UM College of Arts and Sciences. The 
delegates represent the member nations they have been assigned to 
study in advance.
The participating high schools are Arlee; Belgrade; Big Sky, 
Hellgate, Loyola Sacred Heart and Sentinel in Missoula; Bozeman; 
Butte; Helena and Helena Capitol; Clyde Park; Darby; Hamilton; 
Highwood; Jefferson in Boulder; St. Ignatius; Twin Bridges; and 
Victor. Lewistown and Townsend high schools will send observers.
Chandra Mudaliar, a specialist in comparative politics and 
political sociology who is a visiting professor in the UM's 
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, will give the keynote address 
at 9 a.m. Nov. 23 in the University Center Ballroom. A short 
slide show will accompany her talk on religion and the UN as 
unifying factors in the world.
Participation in the Model UN acquaints students with 




In Moot Court, this country’s oldest, most prestigious law 
school competition, teams are judged 60 percent on their oral 
presentation and 40 percent on their written briefs. About 110 
"judges" -- some lawyers, some real judges -- will travel to UM 
from across the state to decide the victors.
Four judges will preside over every argument except the 
finals, for which there will be five judges: District Court
Judge Russell Smith of Missoula, Montana Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Jean Turnage, U.S. District Court Judge Charles Lovell of 
Helena, Billings lawyer Carey Matovich and Denver lawyer Margaret 
Gilliam.
Matovich was on the UM team that won the Moot Court national 
finals in 1981, and Gilliam was on the UM team that made it to 
the 1982 Moot Court national quarterfinals.
During the competition, which simulates arguing a case 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, teams argue each side of a case 
two times. There are four rounds of arguments, followed by 
quarterfinal, semifinal and final rounds. The first- and second- 
place teams will travel to New York City in late January for the 
national competition.
The regional competition will begin at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 19, and run until about 9 p.m. that evening. On Friday, the 
arguments will begin at 1 p.m. and conclude about 7 p.m. On 
Saturday, the quarterfinal, semifinal and final rounds will
more
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provides experience in parliamentary procedure, practical 
politics and public speaking. Twenty $350 scholarships will be 
awarded to top participating seniors on the basis of speech and 
debate skills.
The two-day meeting includes block caucuses; meetings of the 
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council; the General 
Assembly, where resolutions are debated and passed or defeated; 
and work on an emergency issue devised by the Model UN staff.
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